, plus several memorial tributes and will excerpts. The edited arrangement moves from moral exhortation to "cautionary tales" and continues with expository advice. Jack's introductory material is the story of his own journey with Uncle Henry as well as a brief biography of the man he describes as "preacher, farmer, editor, philosopher, lecturer, counselor, friend, everyman" (1) and mistakenly calls the "scion," rather than forefather, of the "most famous farming family in American history" (xi).
Jack's purpose is neither biographical nor scholarly. Instead, the book is designed to complement Richard S. Kirkendall Iowa (1947) . Although the introductory setup perhaps relies too much on Lord and tends toward adulation rather than critical analysis, Jack rightly allows the letters themselves to reveal the soul of the "man of alluring and illuminating contradictions" (xv). Readers will be drawn into the Victorian ethos as the "hobbledehoy's" parents, chums, social life, brain food, and habits are discussed and then be led to contemplate twentyfirst-century issues as "commercial morality" is criticized. This is a book for smiles and reflection with universal appeal. 
